16

NEW YORK

TRIBUNE,

WEDNESDAY,

FEBRUARY

12, 1919

The Tribune’s Page of Business News

A

ﬁrv Goods Men Meet to

. Lay Plans for Big Year

In Retail Merchandising‘

Optimism Prevailing Sentiment Among Business Leaders From All Sections
at National Convention—Drive for Membership of 100,000, Launched
Yesterday, to Insure Closer Co-operation and Better Selling Methods—
Federal Aid on Teaching Retailing Promised by the Government

Amierica’s merchandising leaders,
it quest of a more vivid concept of

their place in a world remade in

| thought membership within a reason-
able time ought to be between 10,000

and 100,000,
Dr. Raustall, acting as an expert in
Lorganizing, bhrought togother the ideas
the hlast furnace of the war of na-|of various clements of the association
who aspired to bring into heing a genu-
tions, met yesterday at the Hotel|inely *national mind in merehandizing
. ) : 2 through u larger association, The plan
Pennsylyania, From all parts Of.ruqu[res, in addition to dues, under-
W : o . L writing amounting to $250.000 a year
the union retail merchants made a Tovitkia et thb Loars, GndtnlEhe orie
pilerimage to  this  conference, | thusiusm of the moment, without prep-
= S s | aration, more than S$150,000, it was
which iz the first held since the Endiestimatod. was pledged just before the |

e 2 clode o e session.

of hostilities increased the eco- The Edg}:l! ‘:1P lr}ll‘canll:r!w ur[:almizal,}on!
. Mrorlare i . is | Which is to epring up was revealed by
numic puzzles of the nation. It is Dr. Rastall, w?m said: “Ita one ideal is
service. It sera service developing in
three great sections, Virst, in the field
aof publie affairs, the proper influene-

the eighth annual convention of the
National Retail Dry Goods Asso-

ciation. ing of legiglation, the assistance of |
3 . ! Lgovernmental organizations in  the
. Unprecedented problems chal- varrying through of all sorts of na-

tional work and cobperation with other
nutionsl organizations in programmes |
of development; second, & great fleld |
af orpanization service —service and co- |
operation with other organizations and
serviee in handling mooted questions
with other types of economic und busi-
ness organizations which a  great na-
tional organization of this kind can and
should serve, and, third, the giving in
overy possible way to the fiembership
of the organization a practical of-
feetive service in publicity, in research |
and in methods of merchandizing and
cenrrving on in general the whole fGeld
of retail trade.”
Luxury Tax Move Applauded

In making workers more eflicient,
[ whick Mr. Kilduff emphasized 25 a
leading desideratum, the Tedoral gov-
ernment is to take a part, the drygoods
men were told, Dr. O, A, Prosscr, di-
rector of the Federal Board for Vo-
cational Edueation, in a compreliensive
address outlined the importance of the |
new Smith-Hughes act to retailers,
treasurer
cheer 1o

Lew Hahn, secretary and
of the assecintion, brought

the reteilers, in reporting on the ve-
sults of the assoeiation's recent drive
agninst the luxury tax, by stating thut |
Hepresentative Kitchin would introduce |
in the House a resolution to modify |
the luxury tax befors the bill becomes
a law.

In the evening current trade topics
wern informally discusgsed at o smoker,
at which formality was banned and o
froer meeting of minds took place. The
| following were appointed to handle the
routine business ol the convention:

Rules committec — Mr. Koch, La Salle
& Koch, Toledo, Ohio; Mr. Paxon, Davi-
son-Paxon-Stokes Compeny, Atlanta,
Ga.; Mr, Belden, Omaha, Neb, Heso-
lutions committee—Mr, Herzfeld, Mil-
waukee, Wis.: Mr, Bergner, Peoria, I1l;
| Mr. Hager, Pennsylvania (Lancaster);

Mr. Joseph, Birmingham, Alu; Mr,
| Eastman, Eastman Bros. & Bancroft,
Portland, Me. Credentiala committee-

lenged the ingenuity of thesze keep-
ers of the marts of the nation at
the first of the three days’ sessions,
vet their attitude, collectively and
individually, gleamed in confidence
snd hope, not only for the distant
future, but also for the ecritical
months of adjustment which are to-
morrow.  Heads of large depart-
ment stores and owners of small
=recialty shops coreurred in the be-
lief that the American retailer, hut-
tressed by a greatly expanded na-
tional organization, would hurdle
the unguestionable obstacles of the
reconstruetion period, and that tre-
mendous sales and large turnovers
could make 1919 2 notable year.
Hepresentatives of nearly a score
the leading department stores
vutlined thenr buying plans for 1918
the evening session.  They eéx-
preszed the need for conservative
optimism in making purchases. The
consensus of opinion was that this
there would be a buyers',
not a sellers’, market, and, more-
wer, that wholesale buying ought
to follow the retail demand., In this
connection it was recalled that
John G. Shedd, president of Mar-
=hall Field & Co., said last week that
retail sales in December and Janu-
dry Jast were unpruccdenrdly large
inovolume, and that Isage Gimbel,
president of Gimbel Brothers, had

vear

hesied that 1919 would be a rec-| Mr. Aldred, Providence, R. T.; Nr.
phen “:“e 1.1 : i h Las] Pogue, H. 5. Pogue & Co.; Mr. Lau-
ard year for sales in the retail| y,ch Reading, Pa.; Mr. Parker, Daven-
HOIeS. port, Towa; Mr, Iazard.

Would Bury Old Idea
key to the prosperous future,
ich was sketehed by leading men of
business who were among the 600 who
nttended the three seasions of the first

duy, lies, it was agreed, in codperation | S e WAk e 1h B et e Ak
aud service. The delegates expressed | i by & Which representatives of large
their willingness to attend the last|merchandising houses frankly diseussed
“ites for the old idea that the right |before their competitors their buying‘

o ; X 4 | programmes for the coming months.
nand .must not know what the ]eft. SEREE Although the men who rose infor-
+ doing, and agreed that the highest puiiy to discuss the subject character-
degree of success could be attained by ized recklesgnesa in buying in this
telling one's competitor somethine crmcﬁ'l per(‘iud E:is Hfo“]hard-\":t they
i Recapis i equally condemne e apposite ex-
about the cfficient inpovations that had | (o o™ w0 buying is comparatively
been adopted. light, it will be necessary to purchase
The labor problem would be met, it uftieln‘ it tlw:uz aEI‘EEd;:- tﬁf-ockﬁ Eﬂlst be
bt AR _|well supplied, and future needs must
md“a“;‘l' not by tredicional,jiun be saféeguarded. In some commodities
intelligent clazhes between employers |ihie wholesale supply vwill be plentitul;
and workers, but by a joint effort te i
minke the employe worth more. In

in others light, it was said,
iz opening address, Francis Kilduff, of

8. H, Halle, of Halle
Cleveland, advises his colleagues as|
La Salle, 11, president of the associa-
tion, introduced the thought in this

Merchants Advise a
Middle Buying Course

The new idea of helpful aid to one
another which the retailers have

follows: “Keep yourself open to huy |
at all times, but observe the conditions |
of the market with unremitting scru- |
tiny.”

way: “Our panderous problem to-day,” “Keep your stocks well supplied and |
fie said, "and for some time to come, 15| adequately assorted,” I. Lo, of the
iot s0 much price fluctuation, or style | John Taylor Dry Goods Company, of

Kansas Uity suggested, “and be cau-
tious in placing orders for the future”
Alfred H., Koch, of Laselle & Koch
Company, of Toledo, who presided nt
the smoker, urged buyers to keep them-
{selves open at all times for new mer-

tendencios, or store eeohomies, asg the
Inereased efficlency which must be af-
tained by our employes if the present
higher wages are to remain and labor
turnover decreased.

Land made upon a sound economie husis,
“Prior to Ahe diays of modern {rade |

| Nrogress

|

exeept his statement of his own ora-
torical ability.

The president of the association said,
in part:

“Some one has truthfully said, *The
Lirth of a brilliant idea in one brain
only reaches its fullest development
when visualized by contact with other
mentalities,! Admitling this, every we-
tivity definitely linked with the devel-
opment of modern business iraces its
evolution from the souree of an ex-
cligsge of ideas combining past achieve-

fment with Tuture endeavor, and we, as
| business builders, should be foremost
| 1 fitting oursclves together for com-

plete  cofiperation to cope with our
prospective problems, that cominercial
changes, 1T essential, be rightly guided

organization business butlding was en-
tirely individualistic; each hranch of
husiness was conducted without thought
for any olher line in the same eom-
munity.

Every OUne Reaps Benenlt

“Happily, trade organization fntro-
duced competitors to one anether, and
mude them congenial ceonfrercs, until
tiot only has their individual business
benefited but their community and the
country likewise,

“Y1f time permitted, T would hike to
speak of the Improvement which trade
organization, beth local and national,
is perfecting in ervcating better stand-
ards of serviee, in disgeminating sta
tistical standards for eost and prafit
systems, in watehfulness of wunton
waste, in educntion alike helpful to em

ployer  and  amploye, for T oani pgot-
vineed that whiat trade organization hiss
done for the individunl iz the sureast

puarantes of =1 wes when we do our
poart in nationalizving the business mind,

10 we have correet]ly visnalized the
great world movements whieh 1n this
day of international interdependenge,
directly toueh our prosperity, we will
have reoplized that the goad of {the in-
dividual must be builded  wpon the

foundation of the good of all. for no |

lonper ean one husiness or o ogroupn of
business interests nttain ils summit of
prosperity uniess ail competitive bus-
ness shares with b in harmonibus ef-
fort for the comnion good.,

“In the hveadminded consideration
which we as merchants must give tn
the problems confronting us, let it he
remembercod  that the producer, the
common  carrier aml  the consumer,
alike with the mechanic, manufucturer
and the merchant, are interpedendablo
upon a community of imtereste,

“That ene cannot permanently pros-
per while the other is impoverished,

Time for Team Work

“lt is not, thevefore, the time for
non-productive idleness of either men
or machinery, but it 35 cssentinl that
overy one who 15 0 oa pesifion to doe
so help industry and commueree Yearry
on™ to the fulle=t -possible
lest the danger of unemployment be-
come &0 gencrnl as to be o menace
against the great wvictory achieved
through the dighiting forees of the
Allies  uffer cobperaling their com-
mals nnder one leadership.

“In short, now 1s the time Lo hiteh in

Cnaeity,

double hareness and nat into indistey
and ecommeree f1he  hest  heain and
brawn of every individual that their
combined energy and ondeavor will
produce for “the betterment of the
demovracy of the world those livinge
conditions for which renl pred hlood

do freely flowed upon Flanders's ficlds,

“After four years of heartuche and
hazurds throvegh which our commereial
was halted by o somethime
we detest defining, we are again stand-
ing upun the threshold of chunging
conditiona, while our business
brought from a war to a peace basis,
during which, no doubt, we will find
ourselves eonfronted with many proh-
lems without a parallel in our com-
mereial experionte,

“Withou! presumption of wlat may
be said to-day by others who nre lo

1a

| speak dircetly to this subjdet, 1 heligvo
Brothers, of | that dumng this mecting we should

erente a volunteer eommittee with a
gtate chairman in every state eommit-

teg Lo o right to work to secure the |

membersiip of every firm and corpori-
tion in hix state that has interests
which are common with those for which
this organization has '‘blazed the truil
and through which we hope g protect
and promole our eraft, whose oppor-
tunity for permunent pgood is bound-
less, into  the public prominence
nehioved by other business organiza-
tions,

“Howevir, with g membership of ap-

—_—

s 5 r |
sorts of radical ideas are developing!

speedily; a time, therefore, when it is
absolute essential  that the great
business  clements  of this country,
with proper organization, hold fast as
the governors of these radieal moments
keep us within the proper lanes Tor
those moments and acting as a leaven-
ing in the loaf, which will keep us
properly upon the tract of progress.”
Idr, Rastall indicated that the fol-
lowing fields ought to be intensively
cultivated by the newly forged organi-
zation: Information servies, Tescarch
servies amd publicity service, The plan
| involves the mohilization of the methid
|:and the spivit of science to aid husi-
nesdl Dr. Rastall thought the immediate

ly

Salesmen Urged to
Launch Campaign
A.gainst Pessimism

‘Banker Says There Is Noth-
ing Disturbing in Situa-
tion and Calls for Move-
ment to Knock Out Doubt

|ideal in rerard to membership ought |

to be to bring the personnel up te
10,000, In behalf of the eommittee he
represented, the doetor proposed that
the dues he graded according to the
size of the store the wember TENre-
| sents, The prepesal called for dues
virying from §10 to 3500 @ vear, ac-
eording to ability to pav, The dues,
L wag Aagrecd by the convention which
adopted the report, ghould be in ad-
dition to the pusrantee fund nocessary
for the totwo years,

Plan to Teach

Merchandising in Schools

Dr. Trogser, directar of Federal
Board for Veeational Eidncation, sum-
marized the new outlook on trade as
u profession on which all intercsts

Laeemed {o coneur,

| Mt makes o difference,” he said,
| “whether 1t is a machine slop  or n
|

| textile mill or w department store or
|=| specialty dliop  deing vetail husi-
MESH, e Are on our way in this coun-
try toward n penerzlly deceptablol sys-
tem of merchundising edueation, in-
I\'nlvin:: these essentinls: A seientitle,
cureful seleetion of people suitable for
positions in the store and factory; a
enreful induection of these people on
the anitial job; a earefnl gradustion
of them according to their ability and
experience  amd performance. on the
johs a caveful systemn all along the
rond of training them in the things
they meed te lve to be efficient; =
systom of rowards Tor good serviee in
terms: of better waga and promotion:
T think upon all thosze things we ate
ready 1o say ‘amen,” at least the most
progressive anen, and T think there
are nono others in the National Retail
Dy Gosds Association,”

Dr. Frossor snid. that the Saith aur peapte also is at a wandeetully High
. L L HE uhe . 5 I 2 - e :
Tughes Aet, which  beenme o law n | Daink. e w s I|“‘Hl‘”\\-.-|.||v.|l.~\ 1
1T, provided for Federsl aid to b the sdistribution werlth, T'he poreent
used Dy the stute under plans ape.d B8¢ 0of our dotul populition able to
proved By Ahe Federal Bodrd for Voo | Dure e Feeelv,extravagantly i !.]1r'}’l
cutional cdueation | ko destre, has been aneressed wonder-
SWhen it comes!! lie added, “te 111‘.:,] [”".L-‘]" fine iy N :
quedtion of retail sclling, we wern | i ety lr"]“-l _“1”" is nuthinge in
anxipns to stimulate 14 30 Ahis copn- B "'-1‘i : {'“ . “"I|11_‘: : -l]'.'_‘l”--_. :‘llh'rtm.l 1
try, not beenuse we felt that the re- L WE rooilze the serlousn

tall muerchants were unablée to carry on
the work themselves, at least;, in the
tareor places, bul bocause of otir con- |
vietion that the seuree of supply af |
really

esirable department store em-
moyes is the American high s=echool, |
that' some methed should be nre|

|:mr1
ranged of coliperation, at least, with |

the less large stores, hetween th|r|
stores and the logal Hoal authori-
ties, which wonld direet the atten-

tion of promising young people in the |
publie sehools 1o the opportuniti |
thut Ly apen before them in the field |
of retail selling, an absolutely negleet
ed field in the gehools, @ subjret Wwhich
looked down upon by the school |
people and by (e community #s be-
ing something less dignitied and less
worthy than the business of going in|
{and  sitting dewn with & hook and
[ writing out leiters in shorthand and
going out and banging them to o type-
b AT

D1, Prosser ndded that the ferms
of the Smith Hughes aeh werp héing
steetolindg o fnelode suchl education, |
and that plans were being developed !
for the practice of these idess.

i dkesllhiodl i,

Wiks

Many Firms Exhibit

At

Milliners® Dinner

of
dinner
al the
ruests

Tho retail Milliners Associatian
America held s gemi-annual
and fashion show Iast night
Hutel Astor, with about 1400
i attendance.

Burtan Tlarrison, Governor
Leneral of the Philippine Islands, swas |
the puest of lLondr. I
talk on  the plen of self-govern- |
ment which the United States has in-
troduced amons the Filipinos he de-
elared that “the altruistic plan which |
was esoffea at ipn the beginning has
turned out to be & wonderful sgeppes”
| Among the trmd whieh  exhibited
| their goods during the evening word |
| Hickson, Jogeph, Stein & Wlaine, Bruek- |
| Weiss,Vogue Hat Company ana Guoee
| Brothers, Style shows were also stagod |
by I, M. Giddine & Co., Bonwit, Toeller
& Co. und Best & Co,

Francis

In the course of

{1

| servalion dn o normal national policy,

|" Conditions in thiz country are pro-
pitious fyr the successful Liunching of
a national campatgn to sell the idea of
prosperity to the whole nation, G As
O'Reilly, foreijgn trade representative
of the Trving National Bank, deelared
tast night in addressing o large gather-
ing of men who make and sell sills.
The occagion was the annunl banguet
of tlhie Silk Travellers' Assoviation,
held at the Commodora Hotel,
Munufacturers, distributers anid bank-
ers must join with salesmen, the
speaker said, 1n knocking out restrain-
ing doubts and fears, which tend to
prevent business from tuking the wa-
terd for a long and prospimaus voyage,

No Cnuse for Concern
“There this

with

12 nothing in
which are

situation
confronted,™ =ald

AV

|T\!r. O'Reilly, “which need give us pme-

rious enneern, u-“".-H]IIEH_L',' thiat our posw

| er of realization iz properly awakeneod

anid that we bhring to hear upon eur
problems o proper measure of {he abil-
ity we possess; To o very considerabla
extent the siluation is rather normal.
With  the exception CONATITREnt
holdings there are no surplus stocks
which nead be taken Seriously. COur
productive possibilities are higher than
ever before. National wealth and na-
tionnl erodit have Deen reforred to ns
inexhaustible. The bWaying power o

ol

af the few problems which do eonfrnnt
us amd act upon them with suffieient
promptnes=, Fyen the labhor problem

18 ot without ils favorable possibili-
tics,

YT he offhamd, stafepent swo vo fra-
Auently ercounter to Uie affect that
labor and enpitel must get togethor
and must roolize that their interests

and rvesponsihilitios in the situntion,
after all, are identical and wmutusl will
not el us anvwhoro in the immediate

solution of th pro e, His point
of wiew 15 commondable aod the theory
sound, hut more time will | 1

in goetting labor and capi
fhe matiadity of theie
ig ennsistent with the des
situation we are consudoring,
tunntaly, but certainly, lahor and cap-
il speak diferent longuages ot the
present time, and they o woig to
eontinue o labor under Lhis disadvan-
tage until time hos had o chanee to ne-
complish the seeming mivele,
Reep Lobor Happy

“lust now,and Tor immedinte pur-
pases, which are what we must con-
sider, the way ta avert o lahor erizis
i to Keep Inbor huppy—to keep it om-
plosed, to keep the hresd Jine out of
Lhe situation, The fuact is that the waere

(s

senle is high and that any effort o
Tawer within soceks dr months al-
most eerboinly will precipitate nositpn-
tion which would ba hut paorly suited
to the theory of an after-the-whr pros-
perity.’

If the factorics and workshopas of
the nation are to beskept open, if a

labor erisis is to be averted, the

A great
purchasing capioity of the Amerléan
prople must be stimulsted bevonid its

present volumoe, the sponkor riod.

HIE i fuethest from oy intention,”
he eontinued. *to recommend a national
policy of extravagance, furthest from
my intention to minhmize the iwpor-
tanee of theift and cconaomy and eon-

hut prosent conditions are nol normal,
and until they are placed upon @ ren-
sonubly mormal bagiz, aad while we
are passine thirongh this period of nig-
tionnl omr spocinl  cxpedienta
VY pan v bo resorted to."

Tim Healy, presgident of the 1s5oein-
tiow, in welcoming the membiérs wmnd
their guests veferved to General Top-
shing and his troops ne “the groatest
body of travelling men the world las
over geen,”

Basie Commodities

prices are given):

“ ST S chandise, proximately 400 cut of 4 pessible 60 METALS
‘To my mind,” he added, and his in- . "Go to market oftener than wusual, | 000, the isolation and self-suflicicney Yestery Itay Weel Ve
clsive thrusts into the problem met|but bu!\;r”' smuller quantities each | with which the 59400 were content to | day gt ago '19‘1:'
with warm approval, “it is only fair|time diffusing your purchuses to meet |continue their course eaunsed for the | no. i 5o 15 b fLig.
that all em .f:]p-“ both ;:] mms;.‘e:clc the price changes," was the formula|first time in the traditions of trade a | Piiz iron, per ton ..., socivensiises $36.65 $SE.5_5 $36.55 : $30.00
e Gt At Alexander Sanger, president of Sanger | nation-wide wail we to why the great | bead, per b oo : 05 05 05y 07
and industry, be educated and encour- Brothers, of Texus, recommended, | drygoods and department stoves had | Conper, per lb...... Ceeeans SRR 18 18 23 26
uged to enjoy better living conditions | Assorted Stocks Required not been freed from provineialism.” Spelter, per 1B, . oo oo e Hs .06.75 06.76 .06.95 162
i which to cultivate health and| Theodore Kaufman, of Trentan. as- L : » | Antimony, per 1hoooeeea i e & 074 D714 0715 .18
sPength, to learn more of art and | E?I-IQ{EI' the m.-;:l olt' having ample mer- Virile Urgmuzau(m Urged | Tin, per Ihe....ooe ST Seediaeie 2% q2la 245 8105
. " . | chandise on hand, and said, “buy as L .o | - :
nusic wnd literature and philosophy,| ooy geilr H.S. Fisher, of W. T Mil. As Aid in Transition
for it is in such goil that ideals for|ner & Co., of Tolado, asserted retailors - : PRECIOUS METALS
better citizenship take root and grow | should keep stock well assorted m.l D, Rustall, in layving before the con- s .
“It is well for us to realize that after | Staple goods. 5 vention the plan J.Ul: expaision, de- l_I:nmlml. DEX 0% . i O T T ok $105.00 _ $105.00 %105.00 $108.00
w31 Tl Bient s8TA neid dane s i . All theb speakers expressed a belier| clored that the mevement for new  Silver, per 0% .....,. rare Ao T o . 1.01L 5 1.015 1.01t4 8705
;s orie, the succeds | that bhuying would be large, and em- | members was starting at this time bo- 4
ur failure of our business depends|phasized the need of studying with | ¢ause the leaders of the organization
whelly on the human factor. greater zeal than ever before the | had learned from the war the value of CHEMICALS
“If the yearning for recognition i:?fgmz cORGINORS' A1 hpEcifie it iw?‘g’\?;u:’rﬁan‘gﬂinﬂ aliend now,t he said,| Sulphoric acid, perton. ... .. R R VHE ST - $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 $25.00
mang the workers of industry e:—' Almost unanimously the members of | “because the war hus shown us ag! Nitricaeid, perlb., . ... ... .. 000 08 .08 06 Nomark
¥ ; | b nitrket
tenda to thelr fellow workers in com- | the National Retail Dry Goods Agso- | never before the tremendous value of Caustic soda, per 100 1hs,. ... ......... - 285335 285-3.35 450 08307
erce, would it not be wisdom to have | clation by rising vote voiced their con- | orguuiznt;on, becauze all _oyer  this Boda ash (hbls), per 100 1bs.. . ... : 1.90-2.10 1.80-2.10 2.50 E‘D‘
‘his organization representative of fhe ;lcf,wn Rigne mn\f»eiwﬁ“?: Tn%'wrmj' f](;urlh Sl I:::'::E.s_-;m:?non.:m, l.“,tm:(.ft?‘_' i.,ll_um'l_ Ceartonds)y per .. oeoeessain o 10=12 18- 12 L5 -E0
: n merchandising which were intro-| the various (83 BIOUPS, ave organ- | Glycerine, per Ib... .. . ... ..... B 16— .20 .16~ .20 2001
many retailers, rather than the few - | duced under the stress of war needs | teing and arming themselves for the | v\l;‘oiml CHentit) coor el TibaE ! = 2005 61
ropresentative i i 5 | should be retained in so far as prac.| future as never before, und hecause of | e LD e = 52 52 o1
I tative in number, rather than!}: | Alcohol (non,-bev.), pe 1
Innamns, of the d l’ tieable. It would bBe & mistake,| that fact any organization any scutiun| x el R S I AR 4.90 4.90 4,90 4.95
o b rygoods and depart- | ypeakers declared, to revert to the pre- | of which remains unorganized is sure | 5
ment slores eontrolling the commerce Wnrdwstem uf_un{ljimitm[ deliveries of | to stay in the background without jts COTTON
of the eountry? koods, unrestricted returning of mer- | interests hbeing  given the proper ¥
e A h i g s ' E
This great organization mast be de- -‘je:;:fii-:u:tr;ig::_zc discounts to pre arr}lcﬁil:l{t °JNE§::§1'C-‘I 3ttentior L ‘Muldling upland, per b, oooonnpieonee 92538 \B51B 42745 Clokod
veloped without disturbing, much less| The composite of opinion of the|and positive time, becaiss thig oe the o
destroying, competition, or encouraging mieginxtwan tihntléqg cost ]olf runnirt:z T.Em}e1 of very grout questions, guestions SILKS
= i 2 retail stores in would not be| gueh o svor he y Vo AR | e : a
: TY of th!l; evils which are so broadly smaller than in 1918, A Weeslow, of | with rc-:ra:I:i‘:Llnrr.!:]:f\:-lll';:u1u_-h:v,-qr.-t;yl1(.I.Ir .Fl‘i‘.l;f: | Tupan filature, No. 1, Shinshiu, per lb.. .. §6.05 $5.95 55.70 $5.40
and uszally 86 unjustly attributed to|Indiana, remarked that instead of cut- tribution, with reparcd Lo the whole. | China-steam, filuture, best, No. 1, per lb.  7.35 7.35 7.35 6.70
commercial combination.” | ting wages department stores should | saler and the retailer and ull of those | Canton, filature, Ex. Ex. A, per lb.... . . 5.65 5,65 5.65 5.35 -
Plan Larger Organization | ntrive f?r adequate profits and share | factors witich in a eertuin sOnsn are i) :
I them with their employes, and his| not directly productive, but which ire
The Oth_m'lr of the 800 members of | suggestion met with & burst of ap- productive only in thoe economic sanse HIDES AND LEATHER
the asnociation, like their president,| Plause. “T tho distribution of goods and in the Hides, eity slaughter, spread, per 1b 2917 24/ ag! 71
nave been chafing under the necesss . giving of services, and beeause Lhut is AL ! ’ ezl ssdva 2dva 304a 3
vestrietion of their aetivitles throu:: CO'OP eration Keym)ze ?Eu-u thm;u never hng been o time when (I!x:‘llifﬂgi;lsw;iit‘:t.ﬁsli:i'?ufl:: ﬁ:ec:r E;r:r' i GIE:'EI;: 5‘;? 2 282 28
¥ X it 15 80 Nt i L . eily, " lbs., skin.. .. . ; 2
hetr Jack ol numeriéal steength. Mr. Of Future in Retaiﬁng’ Ch“:t:‘ U;n:rr':txn-";athn%zﬂ:; Il):m.'lt':ﬂ::nelro Leather, hemlock sole: o 350
Kilduff in the morning said that the o feial " . - I”m“k authoritatively, intelligently, in Overweights, No. 1, perlh........ ... 49 49 49 B1
membershilp ought o be raised from er explsining that he was no|educating the public and influencing | Middleweights, No. 1, per db......... A7 47 A7 486
600 to 80,000, and 1ater in the day, after | WLebker, Mr. Kilduff in his cpening ad- | public opinion with regard to the vees | .
o 50,000, and later in the day, after | dress told the delegates that he he-| groat and important service which your RUBBER
B. M. Rastsll, doctor of philosophy in | lieved new vistas for the future of the craft is rendering nationally,  “And | pyg i i
applied economien of the University of :‘l’?'::;nﬁl;"’iaﬁtr:‘::i:;:’rat‘i‘ﬁuiiuh?ﬁ ::hfirlu in fp.l.':ll .'; tmrd. roagon:  Thiy ix 1.:::' ,;;r:iv‘;-err' m::-em;elrh.l'h. . 23 23! .EEL'_-'z E7ls
- q . ' 06 J no of rapid transition; wo nre jusl = ’ 34 QAT N . . 342 - A7
Wisconain, had presented o plan for the | yhe trade gy thelr applauxe the mem- | entering inte a period when rhnﬁlgua Plan,, 1st latex, pale crepe, per Ib....... 56lp 57 .58 .!5'5 f
expm.nf‘nn fir_f the assoeintion, wh}thl:!nrlr bers of the sanocintion indicated i:helrl ure going to be rapid, the ond of which | Plan, brown, crepe, thin, clean, per Ih,. . A8 i 52 46
adopted without dissent, Mr. Kilduff "approval of virtually all his opinions,| we cunnot foresee, & time when all Plan., smoked ribbed sheets, per lb...... 55 58 :5? 53

I petitor

b shilts

{(Note.—In those cases where no transactions were reported the “hid" |

Metals
More Inquiries for Prices|
on Metal Products

Indicate Trade
Revival

Maore inquiries for priceg on metal
products were received vesterday by !
veral manufacturers, und this was i
terpreted as indieating an awakening
interest among buyers and in fact
many contractors are becoming busy
und there is said to be a prospect of
eatly orders of substantial size. The
principal disquieting factor in the sit-
uution is the unrest of labor.

The active purchases of copper as
soon #s the price was reduced were
cited us proof of the fact that husiness
13 to be eonsidered when prices are
right. This {endeney is further borne
olt hy produdtion figures of the pressed
steal industry, For the week ended
Fobreyary 1 lurge press operations ad-
vaneed Jrom 60 to g2 per cont capacity;
medium  press  operations  advaneed |
from U8 to B per ecnt capacity and |
small presg operations from 25 to 48
pet cent eapacity ns compared with the
previeus week., New Business during |
that week was double the previous|
weel,  The number of employes re- |
mains 80 per cent of normal.

e

Sheet Mills Producing _
“teel for Automobiles |

The -.ltcummi for steel from the auto-
muobile Trade i the outstanding feature
of the domestic market, according to
thie weelily view of “The Iron Age™
Iliis authority stales: that sheet mills
are running at 70 per cent of capacity,
tustly on meterinl used in making mo-
tor vars and trusks. Some of the alloy |
steel makeors huve orders on theirbooks |
for weeks in advanee, although
eprly in Jufiuary operations had been
eut down Lo' 25 per eent of capacity,

It 35 wsdmitted by producers that
further cutting of prices has been
flecessary in order to interest buyers,
and wiile they arve plessed at the
vesuniption of activity, they are con-
[romted aath thoe problem of indueing

lahor 1o vecognize that wage adjust- |
ments miugt doon follow to meet price
vidl et lons.

1

“Meanwhile “The Tron Age! says,
“the buying clements need to remem-
hee that the country is proceeding on
the theory that it is 1o longer an iso-
laved nation, Fixed iron and steel ex-
port prices. of England, its chief com-
for the world's mnrkets, are
uhiywhere up to 40 per cent higher than
i own, and only relatively slight
it oeean freight charges will |

serye o throw the ndvantape to these
shovesd,  loreign trade requires little
coneession o long as England's costs |

du net come down.

A sale of 4000 tons of pig iron is
noted for export and Cleveland dealers
report an inguiry of 5000 tons from

Chine.

L.eather

National Boot and Shoe|

Gives |

Facts of Leather
Situation

Fhe salient faelora in the leather
2ituntion, as developed by a survey
mude by toe National Boot and Shoe

Association

Manufaetarers” Assgeldation  and  sdt
fovth in w statement sent out to the|
trade, ava;

“The supply of ecattle in the world,
tn ratio to population, has greatly de-
cronsed durimg the war, There i3 no |
surplusd of hides, =Kins, leather or
ahioes, nidd, 11 feet, a shortage exists in |
a majority of the Buropean cuumri(ra.!

“Packer hides in this country are ex-|
tremely =earee, amd  practically. the
mo conditiona apply to country hides.
Uiher conntries appear willing to pay/|
lhgher ‘prices for Sowth American and |
ather forcign Wides than the United
States movernment hasg fixed. |

“There 15 no surplus of sole leather |
uf ool quality, and this also applies
Loy upper leather. Kid sking are in
short supply, and evidently are going
to advunee in price.

"Ungt of production, mmeluding labor,
iz higher than ever before.”

In vitw of these conditions, the as- |
sociation expresses the opinion that |
“merchanidise on hand and erdered is
certainby worth ond hundred centa on |
the doliar, vnil if the export Husiness
should expund such merehandize will
be worth even more.”

e

Larger Orders for
Women’sSpring Footwear

Owing
wonther

to  the unusually mild
manufactures and jobbers
of women's shoes have had a poor win- |
ter season. Women have been wont to |

wear oxfords and pumps rather than |

Tootwear' of heavier make, with thei
result  retailers have been carrying |
heavier stocks than usual of high |
shoes, Lhe slow movement of which
h reactod on the makers. Reports |
! from  Pennsylvanip, Massachusetts, |
hode Island and Connecticut all in-i

| brown—dark, madiuvm and beaver: two

dicute that Business in shoea is below
normal for the winter zeason. |

thn the other hanmid, manufaeturers
arn expecting to do a larger business
In spring and summer styled of foot- |
wenr  than  ordinarily, as  retailers,
being stocked up with beavier grades
of winter shoes, have hesitated to buy
spring goods in quantitics much in
cxcess of their immediate needs.  But
they are starting to buy mbore freely
now, and advance orders received this
Week provide & basis for the expecta-
tion of o i spring Business.

In nul recommendations

for

§{1L
women's footwear for the fall and win-

ter seasun of 1919 the
Natlonal Serviee of the Bhoe nnd
Leather Industry takes the position |
that trade conditions are such that |
congervative business must continue
to be the vuie and stocks on the |
shelves of the retailers must be kept |
in o liquid state in order that the in-
dustry nnd the trade in general may be
adjusted to conditions that may arise
after June I, 1919, Recommendations
as regavds stylis for next fall are:
"I, Uolors—DLeathers for women's
ghoes boe confirmad te thrbe shades of

Couneil of |

shades of  preay -medium  dark  and
medium  Hght: hronze, white, blael
and patont leather,

“2. Height—That the standard

height of women's lace hoots, carrying
all kinds of heels, be 8% to D inches

| n severa]l ways, While the range eo

| set by seme banks on the amount
| 000,000 from the banks, and though this | open mucke I

| ism. The higher rates on {he money toad et

| mit shipments from (hat country, the

| abaut over,

| son & Co., the greatest advaners

American Dvemakers Not
Profiteers, Authority Syy,
” W

Charges That Color Manufacturers Took .\cl‘.‘:lhlage
of Textile Mills Refuted by DBr. J. Merving }!;;g.

thews; Conditions Assuming Normal Aspeet

The accusation made by some tex-!ihe
tile manufacturers that the newly cru- E"l';"'
s 3 JQITe

ated American dyestuffs industry has |,

been ‘guilty of profiteering al their ¢ il

expenze was vehemently denied i a -1'5“_' I‘f th

statement made yesterday Ly De. J. :__Tlll;___'rll'ljl“:lu_‘

Merritt Matthews, a leading authority | 1o he d

on dyestuffs. Dr. Matthews not only | teria! ‘

denied the charge, but called atten- :'lll"{.i”::flll o o
tion to the faet that the dvemnkers i - ity

Wiy
of the United States had gone to great i
expense, without hope of adequate re-
turn in some cases, to produce dves
thut were necessary for the continued
operation of certain textile mills.

He dees not deny that prices for
dyes have been high, but points to

whilich

the fact thut the costs of production | forty Seal 75
and of raw materials in every other Z m"\l_] HLE, =

industry have risen since the outhreak
of the war, and that American dye-
makers could not have been expectiod
to produce and sell dyes ut the sam.

the

materiy

price the German product was sold for prioduction
before: the summer of 1914, Dr, Mut.  Tood o
thews said: ]‘I,[:'."’-‘ ki)

47 and ] ¥

"Jhg charge that the dyestuffs appronching
manutacturer has profitecred durtng | war conditjo
the ﬁ;_lerwd of the war al the expense | tio e differenc i 1
of the textile manufacturer, in my | > o ment, A
opinion, 18 absolutely  untrue. 1 |in the ) '"'ﬂvlnrr:‘u-3
meny cases the dyemaker has taken | factured Tt a !fn.u'n-.
ilnes of work which were compurd- | be o number of :'a‘-pri:
tively unprofitable in order io Neep | of dyestufs w o Fc\':-"l'

out the textile manufacturer, so that

1'.13& latt{‘]' could keep his mills run- I o ;llllt hi
ning, I'he ‘dyestufls manufucturor I rers have
might have adopteil an arbitrary stand nt

as Iy
uand made only those products wlhere

immediate returns were more resdily
obtainahle. i

“While it is true that the miany-
fadturer of dyestuffs, in common wiil
mazt other husiness men during s
war, has charged high pric whinh

Business Money

No change in rates is quoted in the | thoso
eommereial paper market, but the tone |41
is: deseribed by brokers as “u shade | 5000
firmer,” This firmuess exprosses itself

without

offerod  pr
3 Femmori

- tres,
inues from 5 toh's per cent, the market | o heve hus very ERLY prowm up |“1
2 TN TS s 8 ST toniny he
Tor b percent paper is very restrreted. | colled an in | )

And there has been o narrower limit | by

of |1
The
governmenl has withdrawn about 88

paper they are willing to take,

is very probably a temporary trangsuic-
tion, it has led to increased consprvh-

which banks fend to the stock markep | 000
are probably also a reflection of this|
withdrawal. in cormimercial
paper is reported faiv from a quantity
standpoint, though slightly less with
some brokers than a week or ten daws
ago,

A large amount of paper is now heine
offered on the market by sugar com-
panics.

The general factors undevlying the
market continue unchanged, Hesita-
tion in business, unwillingness of busi
ness men to go ahead wntil they feel

S0

Business

names for
R
e

d 1
that prices have reached vock-hotton, month
and the consequent luck of horrowine, [Fo5is

have reduced the

suppl;
eial

paper and sacceptances

C MY
thut

per

=0

Dealers Business in Silks Active
West. Where Good
| Cheer Reigns: Gloom

Out of Town
Still Buying Choice
Furs in This
Market

Fur merchants and manufacturers

in

in Fast Qnly

The: women of f i ari stesdt
feel optimistic over business prospects | buyers of hiszh In thut
for-the coming season. The heavy buy- : soction of the rity bar
ing of pelts at the reeent auction sale | of | et

has been augmented by purchases by | ‘ner
out of town dealers who, not being g
able to secure as large supplics as

n o

d rful Ee0ke

maon armo
they wanted at the auction, have Major Go F - formery
astayed over to do some shopping in ol the 1! N

the open market. Some of them have now s
been willing te pay hgher prices for | Co., well
the more popular kinds than the same who
furs commanded at the zale last week

Importers say that unless condition
in Russia improve sufficiently to per-

indications are that prices for furs the West
will eontinue at present levels and per-
haps advance for some wvarietics of
whieh there is now a searcity.

In any event, not mueh change in
the condition of the market is antici-
pated within the next few months
this season's cateh is now nearly
n the market and importations

the

Len

fribon

18
are

With labor troubles in the industry
settled, at least for a time, the manu-
facture of fur apparel for next sesson
is getting well under way, Some retail
furriers and department stores report
thit they did more business in furs
last month than ever before in a llke
reviod, and they expect the demand
to continue,

s e

London Fur Sale Successful

London ecables state that furs nce
going well at the sale of C. M. Lamgp-
neIngr
in Musquash. Spring, winter and
fall skins show advances averugh
6 per cent over prices realized for
similar pelts at the sale last April.

Palm Beach for Styles

The French millinery snd riding ing " ;
h‘nhlt and  sport goods huyers of Jobbors al ¥
Franklin Simon & Uo. have left for S

Palm Beach, whera they will walen |
for new styles. Manufactures and dis-
tributing agencies are paying more
attention to Palm Benach and less to
Paris in observing style tendencies
each year.

Sitk Firmer

Japanese Raw

American Buying in ) okohamd
Market Is Reported

on size 4B, measured from top at t T : ol o e i plve Yokohss
wide to the brenst of heel. ng Standard Shoe Paeklng Cases tit f:t;;:sl-l:‘\l-'pr.l-\: h.-.udl '.-:nu 1400 Y
heightlh of women's button boots be|  Waoden packing cnses for ghoes|the rise during the past fen d"ﬂ
not more than eight inehes. (have been gtandardized after a con-! havine heen 100 ven, the equivalent
It is recommended, however, that | ferenen hotwesn the Director Generil | 40 cents n pound. Buying by Ao
the manufacture and sale of women's | of Ruilronds and the teanaportation | manntacturers, who ape d o
Illil:ltﬁt{m\: bl;pt? for the entire year of | committes of the XNationul Shoe|shopt of raw material, and run’““:
gy ‘-;r{ r{ sin nﬂ‘.'m.'ged' ; Whelosalers of the United States Japanese reclers have ngrefd t“uﬂ"
g Atylen  Styles  be confined to | Specifications regarding thickness of | work for one month, prooably & Y
;’:"'F:l'_lHE’}I‘;:;;E‘IEIHI\'I foxed effects in | wood, pncking and nailing will be | the month of March, seem to be S5

a

mandatory on March 1. stipulating features,

1



